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As a practicing nurse for 23 years, I have become very personal and pose and real interest in my field of nursing. I began my career in my early twenties, with no husband or children. Started my career out as a License Practical Nurse and I was determined to go to school and work to accomplish the goal as a Registered Nurse. I have set quality goals for myself, and so far, I have reached my goals. Now that I have a family, I am setting an example for my children how to set goals and succeed in achieving their goals. Nursing is my passion and now I at the point of my life, to reach my final goal and that is being a Nurse Practitioner. I know with my advanced knowledge and professional growth, I can provide more for my patients and community.
Education & Professional Background
When I was in high school, I always knew that I would be a nurse. I started in a community college in the city where I lived. I didn’t focus on school during my first year, so I decided to take a break, and I began working at a local McDonalds restaurant. After working there for six months, I decided this wasn’t the life I wanted for myself. Later I commenced at the Vocational School, where I began the Licensed Practical Nurse program. I graduated in January 1994 as an LPN. I started working at the Louisiana Health Science Center, and after being employed for about one and a half years, I decided to go back to school for a Registered Nurse. I knew that nursing was my passion and I had a special care for the patients and meeting their needs. In 1998 I graduated from Northwestern State University as Registered Nurse with an Associate Degree. I worked in the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit as an RN.  After working one year in the PICU, I got married and later had a child. My goal in obtaining my bachelor’s degree was on hold at a  particular time. Moving to another city in the same year was a disaster for me, and in my mind, I thought I would never be able to reach my goal. Nursing became just a job; the work became repetitive, and I wanted to do more than patient care. Later my family moved to another city in Texas, a better job for my husband. I began going to school for my bachelor’s in 2008. December of 2011 I finished with my RN, BSN degree. My projected start date for FNP school was May 2012. Unfortunately, my mom became ill, and I placed my goal on hold. My mother passed away September 2015. I helped her through her sickness mostly; I did a lot of teaching her with her diet and exercise and sign & symptoms of her kidney disease. After the passing of my mother I knew it was time for me to pursue my goal as an FNP. Just as I helped my mother, I know there are many more patients and even my community that needs my advance knowledge and skills. I worked in the Oncology department for over ten years, and presently I am currently working in a Women’s Health Clinic for OB/GYN patients. 
I have my Oncology Certification, a certification in basic life support (BLS), and advanced cardiac life support (ACLS). 
Professional Goals

My professional goals are to be more than just a nurse. I want to be a nurse practitioner that will make a difference in my patients and community. Being able to handle the dilemmas I deal with on a daily basis. After doing research on my policy and advocacy course, I realized the community needs more of health care professionals to go into the field and community to assess patients and tend to their needs. I enjoy nursing in the hospital and doctor’s offices, but it just so much you can do inside the walls. Nurses are very limited to what we can do. I look forward to pursuing my goal as a nurse practitioner; I know I can make a difference. 
Course Outcome
Walden University was not my first option when searching for an institution. As I began to compare Universities, I found Walden University and saw the mission and vision, for graduates to transform nursing to meet the needs of the community. As I conclude my graduate studies, I have the faith that this program will lead me, in assisting my patients and creating life-changing opportunities. In the few weeks of being enrolled, I had learned different information from when I enrolled in the BSN program. With the assistance of Walden writing center, it will provide support in my writing APA style during a course of study. Online learning can be hectic, but learning the ways to succeed in online learning will help me in becoming a future nurse practitioner. 
Practicum
I was elated when I received my acceptance letter from Walden University. On acceptance into the Family Nurse Practitioner Program at Walden University, I began to locate potential clinical sites that were appropriate to the courses I will be taking. Enhancing my knowledge and experience will assist me providing for my patients and community. I am looking forward to becoming a Family Nurse Practitioner.
Summary
Conclusively, I love to know that I am part of making a difference in health care. There are several health disparities. If we don’t have nurse practitioners and doctors in preventing health disparities, it will steadily decline. Patients need and deserve the best quality of care.









