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Religious beliefs dominate the social groups, take on their customs, influence the behavior, and are handed down to generations. According to Paul & Elder (2013), I have learned that the beliefs affect rules, taboos, and rituals in the society. However, they are neither acceptable nor wrong, but represent social preferences. A sin is an example of a possible confusion between theological beliefs and ethical principles; consequently, the punishment for it could be death. As a human, I should understand the difference between ethics and theological beliefs to avoid suffering under religious intolerance.
The confusion between ethical principles and religious beliefs is brought about by the manifestation in behavior (McKinnon, Trzebiatowska, & Aune, 2014). The theological thinking discourages sins as universal ethical practices, and this makes it difficult to judge the punishment given to an offender. However, the spiritual beliefs are not based on the moral principles and, therefore, are not compulsory and should not define what is wrong or right in the society. I recognize the UN Declaration of Human Rights that clearly outlines cultural and religious principles such as murder, deceit, sexism, and genocide that do not rely on the beliefs to admit that they are morally wrong. Moreover, I should have the freedom to choose my religious preferences without causing harm to others, which is ethically acceptable. Therefore, any punishment due to a sin should be within the ethical principles that define the society.
For example, Christians view a sin as an offense opposing God’s nature, therefore following the teachings in the Bible on how to live righteously (Morgan & Weitzman, 2014). The believers obey these instructions and, sometimes, condemn people to the punishment as read in the Bible stories without minding its consequences. The religious leaders do not distinguish between the practices that they impose on the individuals and moral principles as they assume that their belief system holds the society. For them, it is not about what is right or wrong, but what they believe in, and what the Bible tells them to do. Every society is guided by a set of rules that is religious or was handed down to generations, but as the individuals, we should let our moral principles lead us into doing the right thing. From my understanding, it is my obligation to respect the decisions of other people, and not to impose my will on them.
The religious persecution is often committed, but it is critiqued as an unethical practice. With knowledge of ethical reasoning, I can distinguish ideologies that guide my moral principles from religious beliefs that are unethical. Consequently, the moral principles influence my conduct to do the right things by taking into consideration the effect my behavior has on others. I know that the religious persecution harms others and warrants criticism even though it is a belief in the society. Although this practice may be viewed as a form of ritual or punishment for wrongdoing, it disregards human life and is unethical. With my understanding of ethics and modes of thinking, I am free to criticize accepted beliefs and not to be defined by them. Therefore, religion should give people freedom to choose and be guided by ethical reasoning to know the right things to do. 
The martyrs are a result of religious persecution when they refuse to deny their faith in God; therefore, they are murdered. The community in which this act might be committed accepts it as the right thing to do as they do not believe in God. They worship another god or anything that they believe in and expect everyone to do so without giving them freedom to choose. As humans, we tend to believe in a supernatural power and creator who gives us life, but we should only receive guidance on how to worship without being forced to do so. Failure to comply will result in these murders, and one is obligated to change his or her faith to be saved. I understand that there is freedom of worship, a practice that is ethically accepted, and which these communities fail to understand imposing their will on the innocent people, thus killing them. 
The people suffer as they do not know the difference between the ethical principles and religious beliefs. The teachings within the religious groups should follow moral guidance and avoid imposing their will on people by giving them freedom to choose. I understand that we, as humans, are already equipped with the moral motivation and the beliefs. The spiritual groups should not be allowed to commit murders to impose the worship of their preferred god on people. I know that everyone is a sinner, and we cannot judge one another to the extent of sentencing one to death. An offender should be sentenced according to the law and regarding the ethical principles that define the community. Realizing that some theological beliefs are wrong can help create a just world as I should think critically about ethics and religion.
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