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Writing Assignment 3


Read the article 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/23784519_The_testing_effect_in_skills_learning
1.
What was the primary research question of the study? (5 points)
2.
What was/were the primary independent variable(s) of the study? 
Hint: Here you provide a concept not an operation/manipulation or a specific measure. (8 points)
3. 
How was/were the primary IV(s) operationalized?  Hint: Here you provide an operation/manipulation or a specific measure.  (8 points)
4.
What was/were the primary dependent variable(s)?  Hint: Here you provide a concept, rather than a specific measure. (8 points)
5.
How was/were the DV(s) operationalized? Hint: Provide a specific measure or something that the participants did to produce a score for each. (9 points)   
6.
Describe the participants. Include the number of participants, their sex, age, and other defining features.  How were they recruited? Are there any other important characteristics of the participants? Hint: This information can often be found in the abstract and/or the methods section, and your answer should address every question. (10 points)
7.
What did the participants do in the study do? For example, did they fill out a survey, receive an intervention, or comlete an experimental task?  Did all of the participants do the same thing or did they do different things?  Hint:  This information can often be found in the abstract or the procedure section.  Try to be as specific as possible. (10 points)
8.
Briefly describe the main results; i.e., those bearing on the main research question. Hint: Restate the research question; summarize the findings, and what they indicate with regards to the research question. (12 points)
9.
Was the research method correlational or experimental?  What was the design (e.g., 2 by 2 between subjects factorial; multiple correlation/regression)? Explain your choice. 
(8 points) 
10.
Does the study establish temporal precedence? If so, explain why you reach that conclusion. If not, why not?  (10 points)
11.
Does the study have a third-variable problem? If so, explain why you think so and provide one possible third-variable. If not, why not? 
(10 points)    

12.
Did the scientific article indicate whether informed consent was obtained?  If so, was it obtained or not? (4 points)
13.
Were there any potential risks to the participants? If so, what were they? (4 points)
14.
Were there any potential benefits to the participants? If so, what were they? (4 points)
15. 
Define demand characteristics. Could demand characteristics impact the results of the study? If so, explain why you reach that conclusion. If not, why not?  (6 points)
16. 
Define selection threats. Could selection threats impact the results of the study? If so, explain why you reach that conclusion. If not, why not?  (6 points)
17. 
Define instrumentation threat. Does the study have an instrumentation threat problem? If so, explain why you reach that conclusion. If not, why not?  (6 points)
18.  
Are the research findings compelling?  That is, do you agree with the main conclusion reached by the author(s)?  Why or why not? (12 points)

Care and Professionalism (10 points).  Up to ten points will be awarded based on the care and professionalism with which this assignment was completed.  Professionalism and care are displayed in various ways.  Is there evidence that the writer carefully proof-read the paper to ensure there are no careless mistakes (e.g., glaring grammatical and spelling errors; incomplete sentences).  Is there evidence that the writer cared about whether the sentences are understandable, that the writing makes sense?  Does the writer focus on the specific question or topic that should be addressed rather than include unnecessary, irrelevant information that makes it difficult to ascertain the writer’s main point.  Is there evidence that the writer cared about how the paper is organized and how it looks?  

Hint:  Read over your work carefully.  Read each sentence out loud.  Would it be understandable to someone else in the class? If not, change it so that it makes sense.  Check for grammar and spelling, as well as organization and neatness.    

