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	The western media’s prejudice against Muslims since the occurrence of September 11th has sparked a wave of Islamophobia that portrays not only this religion, but any one that is from the Middle East as a terrorist.  The nation as a whole was effected by the horrible attack on the World Trade Center on September 11th, 2001 in some way, whether it was on a personal level or just the feeling of fear of the unknown.  The constant coverage of Al Qaeda on the news as America’s number one enemy would have given anyone a skewed perception of the Muslim faith.  The outcry seemed to be that not all Muslim’s are terrorist, but nearly all terrorists are Muslim.  How could that be a true statement when we had our own domestic acts of terrorism that were acted out by American citizens that were not of Muslim faith?  The Oklahoma City bombing that took place in 1995 by Timothy McVeigh was one of these acts.  Americans were outraged, but there were no outward cries of all Caucasian males of Christian descent were trying to destroy our country, and that they must be stopped at any cost.  When these types of acts are committed by the dominant group, which in America would be the white race, it is seen as an isolated incident committed by a person that may have mental issues, so therefore this person in a sense gets a “pass”.  The whole race, religion, or ethnicity is not condemned.  
	The disparity in media coverage of terrorist attacks that are committed by Islamic jihadists will have Americans believing the propaganda that we all need to be deathly afraid of all Muslims.  The facts state otherwise, a study by the Institute for Homeland Security Solutions, a research consortium in North Carolina, found that from 1999-2009, in the United States there were 17 Al-Qaeda-inspired plots undertaken, 20 plots initiated by white supremacists and 17 by violent anti-government militants(Brooks,2012).  These attacks were not given the same media attention as 9/11, therefore the public goes only on what they are “feed” by the news media outlets.  They don’t question or do their own research about these things, which leads to racism, stereotypes and prejudice.  
	The term Islamophobia is defined as a hostile attitude or behavior towards Muslims (Ciftci, 294).  Islam is viewed as a violent religion, and its followers are seen as terrorist.  Anti-Muslim sentiment has grown since the attack on the World Trade Center on 9/11.  According to research compiled by Sabri Ciftci “ attitudes towards Muslims can be explained by using the conflict theory, when the resources are limited, competition over these resources may fuel discrimination, prejudice, and even conflict among groups competing for them” (296).  Muslims make up a large portion of immigrants in the United States.  This can be threatening to the dominant group because there will be competition for jobs, educational benefits, welfare benefits and other goods.  This is a perceived danger for the overall interest of the dominant group. 
 The perception that Christianity is a Western value that must be upheld can also lead to Islam being seen as a threat.  Muslims rarely assimilate to Western values.  They have strong roots in their faith, and a different set of values which can also lead Americans to have negative attitudes based on their religious beliefs. This can be viewed as a symbolic threat as Sabri Ciftci found in his study that took research about racial attitudes and the symbolic racism theory.  Ciftci stated, “People are worried about symbols, national unity, or cultural values.  Increasing the numbers of “out-group” members may lead to an increased feeling of cultural threat directed toward the “in-group” values.  Consequently, a sense of conflict between the cultural values of “in-group” and “out-group” may generate negative feelings toward the members of “out-group”. (297)
	The Qur’an, which is the spiritual text that Muslims follow, has been used as a tool in the media and also by Muslim extremist to show that Islam is a violent religion.  Terrorist are labeled as jihadist.  In the Qur’an the word jihad has many different meanings, but literally it means “exerted effort” (Handwerk, 2003).  It is that effort put forth to change oneself, an inner fight to walk righteously as a follower of Muhammad.  It can also mean to fight off oppressors of this fight.  This does not mean that those people that follow Islam want to kill anyone that does not believe in their faith, but to fight against acts of injustice.  As humans we all have that instinct to fight if we feel threatened, or if someone is trying to bring harm to us or our families.  As a Christian I have to battle certain things spiritually that I feel will bring harm to me in my walk with Christ.  So why am I not seen as a threat?  It all goes back to the media; according to the postmodern perspective “societies are characterized by an information explosion” (Kendall 28).  Information can be transferred around the world in the matter of minutes. Osama Bin Laden, who was the master mind behind 9/11 and the leader of the al-Qaeda, used mass media to spread his anti-American rhetoric, and in doing this he also made people believe his doctrines of what Islam was all about.  He would always talk about jihad and the only way you were going to get to heaven was to fight off the oppressors (Westerners) by killing them, and anything that associated with their power.  This is no way is what all Muslims believe, and this was broadcast day after day following the attacks.  There was already fear of the unknown and what may happen next, and then they add to the fear by showing these images of Osama and the hate that he spewed.   Mass media has the power to mold and shape the opinions of its users.  It’s as if people have no discernment of their own to see things for what they really are, instead of the spin that is usually put on the things they broadcast or print.  Now every person of Middle Eastern descent is Muslim.  Just like Christianity there are many different sects of the Muslim religion.  But due to the negative representation Muslims received after 9/11, they are now looked at as all being the same.  If you have a long beard and wear the traditional garb of Muslim faith, you are looked at a little harder in public places.  I was a resident of New York City when 9/11 occurred, and I will admit that those first few months after I was a little leery middle- eastern people who were riding the subway or in large public places at the same time as I was.  I’m just realizing that I suffered from Islamophobia myself.  My ignorance and pure fear lead me to label an entire group of people.  The sad part is that this has been happening to African-American people for decades, and is still perpetuated in the media today.  This leads me to believe that we all have the capability to be prejudice, but as a minority I don’t have the power to be racist.  
	 My research on Islamophobia after 9/11, made me look closer into the conflict perspective.  This is the sociological approach that views groups in society as engaged in a continuous power struggle for control of scarce resources (Kendall 23).  The Muslim population is growing larger in the United States, not just from immigration, but also from the high rate of people converting to Islam who are already U.S. citizens.  The sentiment of many that are born in the United States is that immigrants shouldn’t be able to come to this country and reap any benefits that come from being a born an American citizen.  They believe in immigrants paying taxes, but when it’s time to share the wealth, the first thing that is argued is that this is not their country.  In all reality we are all immigrants.  This land belonged to Native Americans, and they were made to give up their land by Europeans who claim to have discovered an occupied land.  This leads to the power struggle.  Muslims are business owners, doctors, lawyers but are still part of the subordinate group.  The capitalist class will not allow the United States to be run by anything other than what has always been.  Religion is used to reinforce the stratification system in our country.  The wealthy can use religion to justify their power and privilege: It is a sign of God’s approval of their hard work and morality.  As for the poor; if they work hard and live a moral life they will be richly rewarded in another life (Kendall 506).  Religion has always been a conflict around the world from the beginning of time.  It is used as a tool of control by dominant groups and can lead to many forms of strife, from wars to mass killings.
[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]	This research has helped me become more aware of how my own personal experiences can sometimes interfere with how I view things on a whole.  I have learned through this research process that things are not always what they seem to be.  The world cannot be looked at as just black or white.  There are underlying reasons for the things that may occur in life, I just have to take the time to do my own research and not become as some might say “sheeple”; being led by whatever is put in front of me.  Islamophobia after 9/11 has made me see that our own fears can be used against us by the powers that be in order for them to get their own views across.  A person lead by fear can be a dangerous thing.  There is no logical thinking, nor is there any room for rational actions.  Our instinct is to protect ourselves against anything that we deem as a threat, this can lead to unjustified acts against someone just from our own ignorance. As a minority I have experienced prejudice and racism on a personal level.  I didn’t realize that I also had the same capabilities as those in the dominant groups to use my lack of knowledge to hurt another human being on so many levels.
	Islamophobia after 9/11 is a topic that I am glad that I chose to research because it broadened my outlook on how other ethnicities and cultures are viewed in America.  I know that we all have our own personal struggles and stories.  As a minority and a woman, I have faced many in my life.  In light of everything that is going on in this country right now, I don’t see any real change coming anytime soon as far as racism and prejudice is concerned.  Muslim’s have to fight for their right to practice their religion as well as their culture.  A mosque cannot even be built in many places because of the fear that Muslim’s are plotting another attack.  The United States has a long way to go in the way that they handle race and culture relations.  I wish I could say that I see that time coming soon, but I seriously doubt it.  















Works Cited
Brooks, Risa. "Homegrown Terror Isn't Just Islamist." Homegrown Terror Isn't Just Islamist. 3 May 2012. Web. 11 Dec. 2014.
Ciftci, Sabri. "Islamophobia and Threat Perceptions: Explaining Anti-Muslim Sentiment in the West." Journal of Muslim Minority Affairs. Vol. 32. 2012. 293-309. Print.
Handwerk, Brian. "What Does "Jihad" Really Mean to Muslims?" National Geographic News. 24 Oct. 2003. Web. 11 Dec. 2014.
Jackson, Liz. "Images of Islam in US Media and Their Educational Implications." Journal of the American Educational Studies Association. Vol. 46. 2011. Print.
Kendall, Diana. Sociology in Our times. Ninth ed. Wadsworth, Cengage Learning, 2013. 23,506. Print.



1

