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DB religion 
NM
Methodists View on Sexual Orientation Methodists View on Sexual Orientation
Top of Form
The World Methodist's Council has no official statements regarding sexuality. The Britisth Methodists believe that same-sex marriages can be administered. American Methodism states that their position on same-sex relations are "incompatible" with the teachings of Christians, but allows ministry to homosexual people, believing that all people, no matter their sexual identity are of "sacred worth." On another side of the spectrum, the Evangelical Methodist Church condems homsosexuality because the Bible condems it in multiple bible verses. The Free Methodist Church also condemns homosexuality. Because there is no single denomination of Methodism, there are many thoughts and statements regarding sexuality, and they all vary. 
Bottom of Form
Methodism Perspective on Sexual Orientation
In terms of sexual orientation, people who practice Methodism are very liberal within their belief system. Methodists believe that sexual orientation is one of God's gifts to humanity and a way for us to try to understand the complexity of human sexuality. In addition, people with different sexual orientations are allowed inside the church and are not judged for their sexual orientation. Methodists are even against discrimination of any kind which includes discriminating for one's sexual orientation. Another fact is that people who practice or believe in Methodism promote the idea of equality for all. In other words, all people should have the same civil and human rights as everyone else despite of their gender and/or sexual orientation. 
MN
Discussion #3 MethodismDiscussion #3 Methodism

Top of Form
From my readings I was quite surprised that they support sexual orientation. They believe that although human sexuality is a complex "gift" that they still have little understanding about it. Methodists also believe that whether you are  heterosexual or homosexual, you still have worth and that all individuals need the church's guidance with their life struggles and human fulfillment. They have hospitality and compassion for those who need guidance when ones family has shut them out. I think that from my reading of Methodism is that they are awesome. They welcome people with open arms and do not judge them. They try ad guide them and reduce the risk of suicided based on their sexual orientation.

SM
Sexuality in MethodismSexuality in Methodism 
Top of Form
The basic facts in regard to sexual orientation within the Methodism religion are primarily based on words in the Old Testiment of the Bible. I researched some facts from the Human Sexuality Backgrounder website which outlined their fundamental beliefs about human sexuality and the church. First there is an emphasis that sex is God's gift to all persons. However this is only pertains to those who are of a monogamous, heterosexual marriage (between man and woman only). The religion does not condone homosexuality and finds the practice as incompatible with the Christian teachings. Although they do not condone homosexuality, they do welcome all within their congregation (Human Sexuality Backgrounder).
I have found within many of the religions today have begun to open their minds and congregations to those who do not live within the confines of their beliefs. Possibly in an effort to change their sexual orientation through one's attendance at the church. I grew up attending a non-denominational church and do recall strict thoughts and consideration towards alternative sexual orientations. Basically, the Methodist believe in the old teachings of sex only within the covenant of marriage between a man and woman which hold to the old religious practice.
Refereces

Human Sexuality Backgrounder - The United Methodist Church. (n.d.). Retrieved January 20, 2016, from http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/human-sexuality-backgrounder


SN
MethodismMethodism
Top of Form
Through the teachings and further investigation I found out that the Methodist church does not condone homosexuality. However, I also learned that they do not find homosexuals to be valued any less than heterosexuals. When members of the Methodist church participated in a survey, the results showed that approximately half of the members said that the church should perform gay marriage ceremonies and the other half disagreed.


RM
Religion and Sexual OrientationReligion and Sexual Orientation
COLLAPSE
Top of Form
In researching Methodists beliefs on sexual orientation I found that most conservatives condemn homosexuality. While some liberal Methodists find all sexual orientations, including homosexuality to be normal, conservatives view it as abnormal and unnatural. Some believe that homosexuality is a massive attack on the church and homosexuals can be “fixed” through both prayer and rehabilitation. At UMS.org I found that 42% of Methodists disagree with the churches ban on same-sex marriage. Overall, from what I found, their main perspective is that relationships including marriage should only be between a man and a woman.
 
http://www.umc.org/topics/topic-human-sexuality-homosexuality

AM
Ch. 3 DBCh. 3 DB
COLLAPSE
Top of Form
Methodist believe that practices of sexuality that are promiscuous, exploitative or demeaning in any way are unacceptable forms of behavior and contradict God's purpose for us all, since they view human sexuality as God’s gift and every person recognizes this responsibility. Even though they have very traditional views on sexuality they recognize, affirm and celebrate the participation and ministry of lesbians and gay men in the church. They focus their efforts to combat repression and discrimination, and work to give dignity and acceptance to people, regardless of their sexuality. After some of the reading and research that I did, I found that the Methodist church concentrate more on premarital sexual intercourse and the breaking of other traditional rules than the sexual orientation of a person.
Bottom of Form
SRM
PresbyterianismPresbyterianism 
Top of Form
In the 16th century, Presbyterianism emerged through the Protestant Church in which a diverse group of churches adhere to the teachings of John Calvin and John Knox and are led by a group of elected elders, the presbyters, of their congregations (Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church). In recent years, there has been a debate regarding the principles of same-sex relationships among the church. In 1987, the Presbyterian Church called for “the elimination… of laws governing the private sexual behavior between consenting adults [and the passage] of laws forbidding discrimination based on sexual orientation in employment, housing, and public accommodations.” In 2011, the presbyteries provided some modifications to the Book of Order regarding standards on marriage for a teaching elder, ruling elder, or a deacon in the PC (USA). Along with keeping historical principles of the church, the first alteration involved that each session and presbytery will continue to determine the suitability of individuals seeking ordination on a case-by-case basis. The second change entails people who are in a same-sex relationship may be considered for ordination and/or installation as deacons, ruling elders, and teaching elders. The third modification states, if the couple meets the requirements of civil jurisdiction in which they intend to marry, a couple may request that a service of Christian marriage be conducted by a teaching elder in the Presbyterian church, who is authorized, though not required, to act as an agent of civil jurisdictions in recording the marriage contract. The teaching elder will then determine if the couple demonstrates sufficient understanding of the nature of a marriage pledge and commitment of living their lives together according to its values regardless of sexual orientation (Presbyterian Mission Agency).
 
References:
Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church. (n.d). What does it mean to be a Presbyterian? Retrieved from http://www.mvpctoday.org/programs/adult-ministries/membership/what-does-it-means-to-be-a-presbyterian/
Presbyterian Mission Agency. (n.d). Sexuality and Same-Gender Relationships. Retrieved from http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/101/homosexuality/

KM
MethodismMethodism 
Top of Form
Methodism:
This religion views homosexuality along the same lines of Christianity where they believe man and women were created for each other and not man and man or women and women. Even though they do not support homosexuality they believe that each person was created for a purpose and each person is to be loved no matter what. Also some things that I am finding in some of the readings is that some Methodist churches are showing some support to homosexuality where they will let same sex couples get married in there church. Overall I would say that they do not support homosexuality but I wouldn’t be surprised in the years to come if they started to show more support. 
Bottom of Form
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form
Bottom of Form
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form








DB Pornography 
BF
I watch porn with my girlfriend semi-regularlyI watch porn with my girlfriend semi-regularly
COLLAPSE
First, what needs to be understood is the nature of the conflict and the feelings at the core of the dissagreement. This situation can't be answered effectively without knowledge of those things. I'll offer different pieces of advise based on the different modes of conflict. For all examples, he watches porn and she doesn't. Let's say it's a matter of openness, like he said he didn't and then she caught him. What needs to happen here is an exploration into why he decided to start watching it and why he wasn't honest. The former could range from benign to spiteful (just personally enjoys it and doesn't want her to get the wrong idea (whilst maintaining all the sanctions of their relationship) to him doing it purposely to harm her (which is unlikely)), while the latter is mostly based on his perception of her reaction. I mean, most likely, the disagreement is going to fall under the sanctions and boundaries of their relationship and defining the specific boundary in contest should rememdy that. It's impossible to say which boundary that is for which couple, but it might be "I don't want you to derive sexual pleasure while I'm not present and participating". Once settled, the point of dishonesty will be moot or passing at worst. 

If it's the other matter, which pertains to the title of the post, he isn't attempting to keep it a secret and instead wants to share it with her. So this is a matter of preference and also, but not necessarily, trust. Let's say he wants to watch porn as foreplay and she either doesn't like any material he suggests or finds something about it intrinsically objectible. Here I'd suggest what the value of it is to either of them. Maybe if she's only mildly uncomfortable with it, one could suggest that she picks the material, maybe even erotica that's qualitatively different. Or she she finds it supremely uncomfortable, one could question if the arousal provided with worth her discomfort, and that abstaining from it (or at least cutting back) would prove healthier for the relationship. 

But the title is true of me. My feelings regarding my girlfriend's use of pornography are very open and usually curious
BH
Chapter 4 Discussion BoardChapter 4 Discussion Board
My advice would be to spice up their own relationship and sex life, maybe engage in behaviors that are turning your partner on while watching pornography so instead of just them getting pleasure watching the porn, you can get pleasure by doing it together. If they are not very sexual with each other, I would tell them to have more sex so they can feel close to each other and hopefully would lead to one of the partners not wanting to watch pornography as much. Also, it would be helpful to instead of just making one of the partners get rid of porn altogether, maybe just start by limiting the use of it, where it does not completely take over one of the partner’s lives. I would not mind my partner watching pornography once in a while but once it consumes his life or starts to cause our relationship and sex life issues, at that point I would not like my partner watching it.


KB
Pornography
                    One piece of advice that I would give the couple would be given to the partner that is not okay with pornography. I would explain to this person that one study found that 77% of people in one study said it was for personal pleasure, not their relationship. Just because the other person in the relationship is watching pornography, it doesn’t mean that you should feel threatened. The most likely case is that the other person is doing it to satisfy their own sexual needs which may not match your sexual needs.

                   To the person in the relationship watching pornography, I would explain to them the soft damage of porn which is the damaging effects of unrealistic expectations of one’s partner and explain that pornography leads to negative self-perception in females. I would explain to this partner that his/her partner is feeling threatened by their use of porn and sometimes can take it as a personal insult and assume that this partner is no longer attracted to them since they watch pornography so often. Also, pornography leads to unrealistic expectations of how your partner should look/act and what they should desire. Every person is different and it is important to learn what each individual partner likes and dislikes. For this couple, I would recommend trying to watch pornography together so they can both enjoy it and become comfortable with it together.

                    I don’t see a problem with my partner watching pornography so long as it doesn’t start to affect our sexual relationship.

JW

If I was a counselor and was working with a couple that one of them enjoyed pornography and the other one found it threatening there is a couple things I would do.  I would first try and understand why the person who found it threatening felt that way.  I would first try and explain to the both of them that pornography can many times give an individual unrealistic expectations of sex and why.  I would also then suggest that maybe they try and watch porn together a few times to see if the person who felt it was threatening still felt the same.  I would also explain that it can actually help them with sexual arousal too.
             I am not opposed at all to my partner’s use of pornography.  It can be used to enhance our sex lives and has never in any way threatened our sexual relationship.

RS
Chapter 4 Discussion

If I were a therapist and one of my clients were complaining about their partner watching pornography, I would offer that partner advise about how continuing to watch pornography is threatening to their relationship. Watching pornography for the most part sets unrealistic expectations on the partner. The individual watching porn will begin to expect their partner to perform sexual activities that he/she cannot perform or is uncomfortable performing. After a while if this individual continues to watch pornography they will feel less satisfied by their partner and more amused and aroused by pornography that they will use that as a source of sexual intimacy.

Another reason I would advise this client to not watch pornography is because it can truly alter their senses and arousal patterns. The more that the individual engages in pornography, the more he/she will respond to those sexual patterns and orgasms. At some point, they will begin to only respond sexually to visual porn rather than concentration on partner intercourse.

If my partner used pornography all the time that would be a major conflict in our relationship because that would make me feel as though he is gaining something from the porn that he is not achieving from me. That would be something I would be concerned about most definitely. However, most men have watched porn every once in awhile, which is not something I am too concerned about. But this would be an issue I would like to communicate with my partner about.

