I expect that ALL papers should adhere to APA compliance...and that includes the following:
· NO PDF FILES - all papers must be submitted in Microsoft Word
· Times New Roman 12 Font
· Double-Spacing
· One Inch Margins
· And more...using the 6th Edition as our guide.
· Your reference list and your citations must match exactly - in other words, do not list your reference as Forbes magazine and then put the author in the citation credit (McFaul, 2011) - put the author's name first in the reference list too!  Match - match - match!  Otherwise, I might not be able to validate your reference / citation and you would lose getting credit for that source!
In addition, I expect the following in your writing style this semester:
· Use subject headers for all papers - your reader appreciates and expects that level or organization to your work!
· No contractions / abbreviations
· When providing an online source you found for your research, make sure to include the exact web link on the reference page too...your instructor verifies sources.
· Numbers one through nine within your paper should be written out if used within the text of your paper
· No numbered lists or bullet points allowed - write formally in full sentences and paragraphs
· Cover page and reference page required for ALL paper submissions
· Indent the first sentence of every new paragraph five spaces
· No abbreviations - if you are referring to the United States of America, write it out...do not write 'US' - this is not stellar academic writing.
Thank you for your consideration to these important writing expectations this semester. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Quality—Content of your contributions. Examples of quality posts include:
· providing additional information to the discussion;
· elaborating on previous comments from others;
· presenting explanations of concepts or methods to help fellow students,
· presenting reasons for or against a topic in a persuasive fashion,
· sharing your own personal experiences that relate to the topic, and
· providing a URL and explanation for an area you researched on the Internet.  Researching and adding to the already provided information is expected.   Your instructor prefers authored references versus general web sites – recap in APA format – take the time to do this for the BEST quality responses.
Full credit is awarded when both high quality and required frequency is met.
