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	Hate crimes are reported hourly in the United States. Every hour innocent people are being tormented, abused, and killed because in this nation we lack unity and equality. How ironic that a nation built on freedom has now become a nation where people are afraid to be themselves. Isn’t America known for our “melting pot” like nation, filled with diversity and opportunities for everyone? The “Not in Our Town” series on PBS showcases community’s responses to hate crimes and how we can come together as one and depress the hate crimes. I thought the segments were very powerful and they demonstrate the ability of humanity to preserver in a time of inequality. 
	Hate is not instinctual. Nelsen Mandala once said, “No one is born hating another person because of the color of his skin, or his background, or his religion. People must learn to hate…” Hate is a learned behavior whether that is learned from family, friends, media, etc.… I thought it was very interesting when the Not in Our Town –Marcello series brought up the language that was being politically used about immigrants. Instead, they were referred to as “Aliens,” or “Illegal- Immigrants”. First off these micro-aggressions gave the “immigrants” a negative identity and made them look like outsiders and the behavior by other races towards theirs made for a stressful environment for the “immigrants”. There had been hate crimes before Marcello’s and many community members who were targets of hate crimes didn’t come forward with their experience prior because they felt like their voice wouldn’t matter. Unfortunately Marcello had to be killed in order for the community to act upon their inequality issue.  The town mayor, who had lived and grown up in the neighborhood where Marcello was murdered, led the mobilizing action of getting his towns people together. I don’t think the campaign would have been as successful as it was if someone from outside the community came in address the hate crimes. The Mayor went to community members and spoke directly with them to get their person opinion on the campaign and ask for support. In the end, the town came together and started building up their community together. Alinsky also believed in the power of local movements that was represented by the community and with the Patchogue community behind the mayor they were able to start making change. 
	In the other Not in Our Town segment about the University of Mississippi really impacted me. I am from a liberal city, Minneapolis, Minnesota (North) and have little first had experience with confederates and KKK activism. I was shocked to learn that remnants of that era still exist today. When I saw the KKK members show up to the U-Mississippi to protest “The South Will Rise Again,” I was horrified. It is depressing that such a dark time in American history is still alive in places and I was so proud to see the students and community members of/around U-Mississippi take a stand. Alinksy also believed in organizing the community and taking action, aggressive, but never violent and that’s exactly what these students organized. A peaceful and powerful protest that ended up wining. And the chant that referred to segregation was cut out. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	These community based organizations and their campaigns made powerful changes all because they came together and sought a community that was seen as equal. They were small, local and specific but they were successful and show us that change is possible if we work together. Just think about how great this nation could be if we used our diversity to our advantage and worked as one. We are all human; we all have families, feelings and passions. Not one race should be seen as superior because we are truly all the same. 
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