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THE STANDARD REQUIRED IN PSYC 355
The homework in PSYC 355 requires you to write 1 or more Results sections per assignment. This document covers the standard content and format of a good Results section—this is what you will be graded on, so keep these pointers in mind while you work.
The generic version of a current APA-formatted Results section is this:
In paragraph form, state the kind of analysis performed, on what variables—identify the independent (sometimes referred to as grouping) and dependent (or test) variable. Then state the outcome with a complete statistical statement in current APA format (examples provided in textbooks and presentations). Finally, briefly interpret the results in the context of the problem (i.e., significant or not?). More information may be required and included, but this is the bare minimum that is expected.
Example 1:
“An independent t-test was conducted to evaluate the effect of two different kinds of drugs (new drug and standard drug) on depression scores. There was a significant effect of the type of drug on Beck Depression Scores, t(15) = 3.95, p < .01. The clients on the new drug showed significantly lower depression scores than the clients on the standard drug.”
Example 2:
“A Pearson correlation coefficient was computed to determine the relationship between minutes per week playing sports and a measure of hand-eye coordination. The results indicate a significant relationship between the variables, r(59) = .76, p = .02. The coefficient indicates a positive linear relationship between the variables: as time playing sports increases, hand-eye coordination scores also increase.”
Example 3:
 “A two-way ANOVA was conducted to determine if conversational skills ratings in depressed patients differ by type of therapy received (cognitive-behavioral, client-centered, psychoanalytic) or whether or not patient was medicated (yes or no). The main effect for medication was significant, F(…) = 23.1, p < .01. The main effect for therapy was not significant, F(…) = 3.4, p = .23. The interaction between the variables was not significant, F(…) = 4.9, p = .16. The results indicate that patients on anti-depressant medications have significantly higher conversational skills ratings than non-medicated patients, regardless of type of therapy received.”
