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CURRENT EVENTS PAPER RUBRIC - WORTH 25 POINTS

NOTE: YOU MUST IMMEDIATELY AND EXPLICITLY TELL THE READER THE TITLE OF THE ARTICLE AND THE AUTHOR OF THE ARTICLE THAT YOU WILL BE REVIEWING. THAT YOU WILL BE REVIEWING AN ARTICLE IS YOUR STATEMENT OF TOPIC. 

YOU MUST NUMBER THE SIX SOCIOLOGICAL CONCEPTS IN THE PAPER (Concept1, Concept2, Concept3, Concept4, Concept5, Concept6)


1. You must number each concept identification (Concept1 ID, Concept2 ID, etc.)
2. You must number each concept definition (Concept1 Df, Concept2 Df, etc.)
3. You must number each concept application (Concept1 App, Concept2 App, etc.)

The textbook MUST be used and cited as source for the concepts, the definitions, and the application of the concepts.

NOTE: The directions must be followed concerning the required numbering and labeling of the concepts, their definitions, and applications. This needs to be done. The reader should not have to guess what you are doing or have to infer it or derive it from the discussion. The discussion must be organized so that the reader does not have to 'work' to understand what is going on. 

Regarding concept applications: Based on the definition of the concept, you must derive that concept from your data. For example, if one of your concepts is deviance – the recognized violation of norms – then you need to show us an example of the recognized violation of norms in your data. You must clearly and explicitly point this out in your discussion.


1) CURRENT EVENTS PAPER (11% of final grade; 25 points):
Students may choose a news article related to current events.  The article can be from any recognized newspaper, magazine, or website that covers current events.  The article must have been published within the past three months.  The review essay must be at least 3 pages (900 words minimum) and must include a sociological analysis (using at least 6 sociological concepts) of the news article as well as a brief description of the article.


	CATEGORY
	Outstanding
	Above Average
	Average
	Below Average
	Unacceptable

	Current Event Description
	Found current event from the past 3 months and included brief, yet informative, summary (4 pts)
	Current event summary needed some elaboration (3 pts)
	Summary of current event lacked clarity in some areas. (2 pts)
	Summary of current event not clear, needs much elaboration. (1 pt)
	No summary of current event included (0 pts)

	Sociological Concepts Identified
	Clearly identified 6 relevant sociological concepts from the readings. (6 pts)
	Clearly identified 5 relevant sociological concepts from the readings. (5 pts)
	Clearly identified 4 relevant sociological concepts from the readings. (4 pts)

	Clearly identified 3 relevant sociological concepts from the readings. (3 pts)
	Did not clearly identify any sociological concepts (0 pts)



	Sociological Concepts Defined
	Clearly defined 6 relevant sociological concepts using the text and/or other source(s). (6 pts)
	Clearly defined 5relevant sociological concepts using the text and/or other source(s). (5 pts)
	Clearly defined 4 relevant sociological concepts using the text and/or other source(s). (4 pts)
	Clearly defined 3 relevant sociological concepts using the text and/or other source(s). (3 pts)
	Did not include text definitions of sociological concepts (0 pts)



	Analysis
	Clearly applied 6 relevant sociological concepts to analysis of the current event. (6 pts)
	Clearly applied 5 relevant sociological concepts to analysis of the current event. (5 pts)
	Clearly applied 4 relevant sociological concepts to analysis of the current event. (4 pts)
	Clearly applied 3 relevant sociological concepts to analysis of the current event. (3 pts)
Directions were 
	Did not apply sociological concepts to analysis of current event. (0 pts)



	APA Formatted Citations
	Included APA formatted in-text citations and full references for ALL paraphrased and quoted work from other sources. (2 pts)
	Minor errors in APA formatting of citations. (1.5 pts)

	Multiple errors in APA formatting of citations. (1 pt)


	Missing some citations, and errors in APA formatting. (.5 pts)
	No citations included. (0 pts)



	Grammar & Spelling
	Author makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. (2 pts)
	Author makes a couple errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. (1.5 pts)
	Author makes a few errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. (1 pt)


	Author makes multiple errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. (.5 pts)
	Authors makes so many errors in grammar and spelling that the intent of the paper can not be understood. (0 pts)




