PAPER STRUCTURE INSTRUCTIONS
These instructions are for the structure of paper and its components. You, also, need to use APA style, re: title page, running headers, page numbers, proper citations, etc.
USE THE SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE!
Make sure you meet the minimum word requirement if one is given (300 words per page. E.G. 1 page = 300 words, 2 pages = 600 words, 3 pages = 900 words, etc.) The word count does NOT include the title page, references page, abstract, tables, and quotes.
You must use the sociological perspective. This means that you will consider external causes for behavior, attitudes, and social organization. You must use and cite your textbook for ALL assignments in the class.

YOU MUST HAVE A TITLE PAGE WITH YOUR NAME ON IT.

Save your work in this form: your surname_Week#_AssignmentName, e.g. Jones_Wk1_HW1
You must meet the minimum word requirement. The title page, abstract, quotes, tables, and reference page do not count toward the minimum word requirements.
 
IF REQUIRED, you must apply one theoretical perspective to your topic/issue if the assignment requires it. You must use your textbook and cite it in order to do this.

You must have a title page, and titled sections - HEADINGS. The titled sections need to include abstract, introduction, (your discussion sections – topics), conclusion, bibliography/references, and your topics areas. How you title your discussion sections and how you cover your material is up to you. This will help you cover all the issues.
 
You must use page numbers.
You must double-space the entire paper.
Your paper must be grammatical.
 
 ABSTRACT: Your abstract must give a complete synopsis of the paper including findings.
INTRODUCTION: Your introduction must CLEARLY state 
1. your topic (what your paper is about)
2. your intent (what you will do)
3. your method (how you will do it)
4. what you expect to find (what you expect the reader to come to understand). 
Be explicit. This is not literature - it is science. It does not have to be 'pretty' is has to be clear and specific. An example of explicitness versus non-explicitness: The stone weighed 10 pounds versus the stone was heavy.
 
 
DISCUSSION SECTIONS: For each titled section (except the bibliography) you should have an introductory sentence where you tell what you will do in that section. Each titled section should have a brief conclusion where you review what you did in that section and a transition sentence where you tell the reader what is coming next in the next section.
CONCLUSION: Your conclusion must:
1. Summarize ALL the major points
2. Make summary comments. 
 
This organization is standard in all written work. It makes your paper clear, it helps you be organized, and it insures that you stay focused on what you need to do. There is redundancy in some sections. For example, the abstract (there are no abstracts required for your work), introduction, and conclusion repeat information. This is standard in research writing.
 
You must cite your sources in-text - in the discussion - where you reference material from those sources. You must give full citations of all sources in a reference section / bibliography.
You may not use Wikipedia, Answers.com, Info.com or any of the online sources that are written and edited by the general public. These sources are not reliable since anyone with internet access can edit any entry and/or add an entry.
 
Please keep quoted material to 5% of your paper. Do not exceed 5%.
SOME WRITING RESOURCES:
How to write a research paper:
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/workshops/hypertext/ResearchW/
http://www.aresearchguide.com/1steps.html
http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~bioslabs/tools/report/reportform.html
http://www.infoplease.com/homework/t1termpaper1.html
