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[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|3]Our Biggest Year Yet
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|4]This year’s Chelsea Valley Music Festival was the most successful ever. The level of artistry was extraordinary, with musicians from around the country performing on our two dozen stages. Here are just a few highlights:
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|5]Ticket sales exceeded projections by $4890.
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|6]Donations exceeded projections by $3400.
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|7]Overall attendance was up 23% over last year.
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|8]The festival opened with our annual First Night concert on the main stage at Chelsea Valley Hall. The Lilly Mae String Quartet performed Bach, Mendelssohn, and Brahms to a sold-out crowd. Meanwhile, in the Blue Grass Pavilion, Tommy Anderson and the String Masters, always a festival favorite, entertained an enthusiastic audience. Nearly every concert was sold out, including the matinee performances. We attribute our increased ticket sales to three factors, in the following order:
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|9]Our new smart phone app, which makes purchasing tickets easier than ever
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|10]A new focus on international artists
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|11]Expanded seating at Chelsea Valley Hall
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|12]Education Is Our Goal
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|13]We are especially pleased by the popularity of our educational programs. Student musicians from around the country joined us for the two-week Chelsea Valley Music Academy, which ran concurrently with the festival. Academy participants received free passes to all concerts in exchange for working as ushers. During the day, students rehearsed with the New Musicians Orchestra. Their experience culminated in the gala Chelsea Valley New Musicians Concert, which was a crowd favorite this year, as it is every year.
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|14]Board of Directors
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|15]Carolina Peru President
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|16]Gordon Thompson Treasurer
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|17]Jessica Robinson Education Chair
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|18]Popular Concerts
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|19]The following table provides details on some of the festival’s most popular events.
	Concert
	Venue
	Attendance

	Lilly Mae String Quartet
	Chelsea Valley Hall
	1254

	Paulsen Drum Ensemble
	Scott Auditorium
	875

	Bright Tone Folk Group
	Henderson Hall
	788

	Albert String Group
	Chelsea Valley Hall
	725

	The Kansas Singers
	Scott Auditorium
	544
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[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|21][image: ]
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|22]Artistic Highlights
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|23]The illustrious classical conductor Serge Bizet made his festival debut, conducting the Chelsea Valley Orchestra in symphonies by Strauss and Beethoven. Meanwhile, folk singer Shayla Newson entranced a sold-out crowd with her interpretations of traditional Appalachian songs. Other artistic highlights included the twentieth-anniversary performance of the Chelsea Valley Brass Ensemble, a stunning performance of Mozart’s The Magic Flute, and a multimedia jazz performance by the On Point Jazz Quartet.
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|24]Planning for the Future
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|25]At the Chelsea Valley Music Festival, we are always looking to the future. At the Chelsea Valley Music Festival, we are always looking to the future. We launched our Music for the Millennium campaign on opening night. Our goal is to raise $1.5 million by the end of the next fiscal year. This money will help to augment the student musician endowment, to pay honorariums for visiting musicians, and to expand our annual programming. Donations have already far exceeded our projections, but we still have a long way to go. Please donate online now.
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|26]Our Chelsea Festival Hall Building Campaign is ongoing. So far, we have raised 50% of our goal. If we can secure an extra 15% in the next three months, we will be eligible for a matching grant from the state arts board. We have received amazing support from other arts organizations around the country, including the National Endowment for the Arts and the Music for All Foundation.
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|27]Pressing Financial Concerns
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|28]The following table lists our pressing concerns.
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|29]
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|30]New Fellowship
[bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|31]During the closing night performance, Carolina Peru, president of our support organization, Friends of the Chelsea Valley Music Festival, announced a new fellowship in honor of her husband Tomas Peru, a long-time supporter of the festival. Tomas retired from his position on the board this year, after many years of service. Donations to the fellowship fund are welcome.
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[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|33]Sponsorship Opportunities
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|34]The Chelsea Valley Music Festival offers many opportunities for businesses and individuals to serve as festival sponsors. Sponsors enjoy excellent vsibility and name recognition, and they can take advantage of banners in all main concert halls, advertising in festival publications, and special promotions. A variety of sponsorships are available:
· [bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|35]Bronze level—Sponsor a single concert, at any venue of your choice, except for Chelsea Valley Hall, with a donation of $1000.
· [bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|36]Silver level—Sponsor all the concerts at a single venue of your choice, except for Chelsea Valley Hall, throughout the festival with a donation of $10,000.
· [bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|37]Gold level—Underwrite all concerts at Chelsea Valley Hall with a donation of $100,000.
[bookmark: _|l/ILoPc4UUq7gq5UlYkMOg==|1953|38]Please consider sponsoring at any level.
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