Byrd 1

Byrd 4

[bookmark: _GoBack]Tabitha Byrd
Professor Kevin Miller
ENG1270EOL21: English Composition II
Module 1: Introspective Analysis Essay
Indiana Tech
29 August 2017 
Formal Writing at Its Worst: My Experience
	Feeling frightened, stressed, anxious, an overwhelming amount of dread sums up my first experience with writing papers. The first time I was required to write a formal paper was my freshman year of college, back in 2001. Writing has never been hard for me; the hard part is doing it correctly. I felt a great amount of pressure writing that first paper, I was un-prepared, and questioned my ability to perform at my professor’s standards. Fifteen years later and I’m at it again, but this time it’s different, it feels different.  
	The first assignment I was given was to write a paper about something we were good at and that had steps. It sounded easy enough, and I felt good about the topic I picked which was how to bake a cake. Following steps when baking cakes is important if you want the cake to turn out correctly. I got my paper back I was shocked with the poor grade I received. I had never seen so many red pen marks on one assignment before. My grade was marked down for not using the correct format style that was required, being shorter than the required length, having grammar and punctuation errors, not enough supporting facts, and not listing references. Entering college, students are expected to have a current level of understanding for the material how to use the proper grammar or punctuation. School has never come easy for me, and although I knew college would be difficult, I wasn’t prepared for my professor’s honesty. I don’t remember learning about APA style formatting that could help me prepare a paper to the professor’s standard. Prior to college, I didn’t have any experience with online article databases, incorporating outside sources, editorial formatting guides, and in-text parenthetical citations for documents. I didn’t remember learning formal writing in high school. Jenny Cameron writes, “Writing is a challenge for most writers, but for novices it is particularly challenging because they have limited experience of the writing process” (271). I was overwhelmed knowing that I was nowhere near where I needed to be to be successful in this class.
To make matters worse for me, we had to read aloud our papers to the class. This was an instant anxiety trigger for me. Once I knew I must wait my turn to read in class, I’m flooded with worry. I felt exposed, what will my peers say or think now that they will know how terrible my paper was? Intimidated by my fears, I started to self-doubt whether college was the right fit for me. I knew that I couldn’t pass this class without help, so I ended up getting a tutor. With help from the tutor, I could pass the class. Though I had a tutor, I still didn’t fully understand formal writing. After finishing my first year, I decided not to go back. 
	I have regretted my decision to leave. Over the years, I have debated on getting back into school, but always talked myself out of it. It has taken me fifteen years to finally except that it isn’t going to be easy, but this is what I want and must do to advance in my career. Over the years, I have applied for leadership roles and I am told that I would be a good fit for our management team, but I get passed up (with my employer) for promotions due to not having a degree.
	I still don’t fully understand how to formally write a paper. I have a hard time knowing when to italics words or when to use commas. I still experience anxiety over classes and my self-doubt pops up from time to time. The differences from then to now are, I am determined to achieve my goals. It’s important for me to complete this course and any other required for my degree. 
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